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Prayers for Kenya: 
• Thanksgiving for a 

challenging yet re-
warding year. 

• The new conservation 
agriculture project 
brings a lot of hope to 
three of our Partner 
communities. We pray 
for great outcomes. 

• Kenya holds Presiden-
tial elections 2017 , 
pray for peace and sta-
bility. 

• God's continued lead-
ing and wisdom to the 
World Renew Kenya 
team. 

Kenya 
Fresh from the Field 

71-year-old Tarciscius Irungu has four sons and 
three daughters and also takes care of his three 
grandchildren and two orphans. He lives with his 
aging wife and works as a farmer. He does all his 
own farm work together with his family, raising 
crops on his two acres of land, rearing chickens, 
and tending to his local breed cow. Mr. Irungu 
lives in South Muranga County in central Kenya, 
where World Renew through its partner ADS Mt. 
Kenya (ADS-MK) has been implementing a Ca-
nadian Foodgrains Bank-funded food security 
program for the past three years. 

I used to farm as a practice. I had no idea that my 
farm is my employer; it is what I grew up knowing 
as work. I never knew there was need to farm with 
a particular goal in mind—to me it was just com-
mon to go to the farm in the morning, work until 
noon, and attend to other duties. It is a routine 
that I have cultivated in my children. My 
knowledge was that I am supposed to grow maize 
and beans alongside other crops like bananas and 
mangoes. I never thought of growing drought tol-
erant crops that are high in nutrition that do better 
in this climatic zone. I never imagined they would 
give me a good harvest. I have learnt how to grow 
crops using Farming God’s Way (FGW) methodol-
ogy, and despite the low rainfall levels I am able to 
harvest more than I would have otherwise. I have 
learned that growing crops does not need to be at 
the onset of rains, since I can use very little water 
and grow vegetables. I have also learned  that 
chemical fertilizers do not need to be my immedi-
ate concern, since I can make more sustainable 
compost and other organic crop sprays for con-
trolling pests on my farm. 

Having received training, I am now able to take 
better care of my chickens. I built them a house, 
improved the way I feed them, and learned how to 
keep them free of diseases and pests as well as 
predators. I also participate in dry-season farming 
and no longer buy vegetables from the market at 
any time throughout the year. 

This is my third year practicing technologies I have 
received from ADS-MK. Most important has been 
dry-season farming using drip irrigation; during the 
dry months I have been able to grow kale for my 
household consumption. I constantly collect eggs 
from my improved indigenous chickens, and my 
family’s nutrition has greatly improved. 

I am able to save money since I no longer buy 
chemical fertilizers, vegetables, or meat. The total 
labor and time I use on my field has been drastical-
ly reduced since I no longer plough or weed. This 
has significantly improved my health, and I feel 
more energetic. 

I feel like I will live longer, and my wife and I are 
more united since I am providing enough for her. 

I received a pair of chickens that have been giving 
us eggs for our domestic consumption, and I have 
also been breeding more chickens. The certified 
dolichos, pigeon peas, and cassava seeds that I 
received from the project have helped to ensure 
that my farm has something all year through, since 
they are able to withstand the long dry spell. 

I would like to see youths involved in farming ac-
tivities rather than engaging in alcohol and drug 
abuse. Also, if all community members would be 
more involved in water harvesting, it would im-
prove the general environment and better our 
farming practices. 

Mr. Irungu concludes by saying, “The diDerence 
between Conservation Agriculture (CA) and 
conventional plots has been very noticeable. I 
planted both plots at the same time using the 
same seed variety.” (See results below.) 

Mr. Irungu, happy to learn in old age 
A Story of Transformation 


