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Uganda 
Fresh from the Field 

Warm greetings from Kampala Uganda. As I look out to the cloudy skies my heart can’t help but feel a 
deep warmth for how great the love is that the Father has lavished on us! In those clouds I see His prom-
ise in Isaiah 44:3 “For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out 
my Spirit on your oDspring, and my blessing on your descendants.” Boy, are we ready for that rain. The 
people of Kaberamaido, the focus of our stories, are a living testimony of this scripture and share with 
you how God is “watering their once thirsty land” in very unique ways. 66 year old Mary, who was finding 
it diHcult to sustain her mat-making business, shares with you how she has found hope in a Village Sav-
ings and Loan Association [VSLA] she and her husband joined a few years ago. In another village, after a 
training in Going Deep In Gender Justice, a group from Pentecostal Assemblies of God [PAG] came to-
gether to discuss the much hushed subject, birth spacing! Please read on and rejoice with us. It is our 
continued prayer that these stories continue to encourage you and remind you of how much you are a 
blessing to the communities we serve. It is also our prayer that you are able to come and see for yourself 
how God is watering the once thirsty lands of World Renew Partners and beyond. Please let us know 
how you would like us to pray for you. 

Mary Akello, a 66 year old woman 
from Oriam Can Village savings and Loan Associa-
tion (VSLA) is a resident of Apai lake shore fishing 
village in Kaberamaido district. Mary is married and 
has a family of four. 

Oriam Can literally means “chase away poverty” 
and is one of the 19 VSLA groups established by 
Pentecostal assemblies of God, Kaberamaido with 
support from World Renew among the Lake Kyoga 
shore communities in Eastern Uganda. 

Before joining the VSLA group, Akello, like many of 
her fellow group members, was finding it hard to 
start or scale up her small businesses. “I needed 
money to purchase thread and some papyrus ma-
terial for completing the process of making mats 
since I’m too old to go cut papyrus from the 
swamp”. 

“I discussed with my spouse on how to improve on 
this income generating activity. We agreed that we 
should borrow money from our VSLA to boost our 
business. We have never defaulted in the VSLA. 
Also we now have enough materials that keep us 
busy all week and hence more money weekly. I sell 
each mat on average of two thousand five hundred 
shillings (USD 0.75) and we sell an average of fifty 
mats per week (USD 151 per Month). We used to 
make maximum of ten per week due to lack of ma-
terials but now earn five times what we used to 
earn,” Akello said. 

Mary had borrowed 60,000 shilling ($18 USD) from 
her VSLA group. She spent 20,000 shillings to buy 

more threads for making mats while the balance 
was used to buy a simple canoe boat for fishing. 

Selling the mats helped her support her family and 
pay back the loan to the VSLA group. She also said 
that 40,000 has been used to buy a boat for one of 
her grandsons. The boat will help the family earn 
more money since they already have fishing nets. 

“My grandson has not been able to get money to 
top up for buying the fishing boat. When we shared 
as a family, we agreed that he should be helped. 
The boat shall be an asset for more household in-
come,” Akello narrated her plans of boosting future 
income generating enterprises. 

In future, she said the boat, which is expected to 
last for over ten years, will continue to be used for 
fishing. In addition to broadening their food choic-
es, part of the fish will be sold to raise more money. 
The boat will be a source of employment for some 
of the family members. Akello said she wants to 
make sure her young grandson that she is helping 
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One time, a clergy preaching at a funeral 
cautioned the mourners that God will one 
day ask women, “Where is that fetus you 
removed in the name of family planning?” 
Sexual and reproductive health in general 
and family planning are taboo subjects es-
pecially among Christians shrouded in Afri-
can culture. Some women are practicing 
family planning secretly for fear of being 
found out by their spouses and church 
leaders. This has led to women and some 
couples living in guilt and others going 
ahead to have large families that they can 
hardly support. Edward Okiror, World Re-
new Program consultant in eastern Uganda 
laments that, “One day, listening to a lady 
in Kaberamaido who was in her late 30’s 
and had 13 children with the likelihood of 
having more, when asked about the num-
ber of her children she commented, ‘I want 
to stop having children but my husband 
does not want us to because it will not be 
biblical… we are praying that God naturally 
stops us in His time, but I am tired!”  

World Renew and our partner KMDP devel-
opment note that family size and capacity 
is a critical development factor and there-
fore calls for honest and open dialogue 
with church and community leaders. To 
that eDect, a dialogue session with church 
leaders and development workers was held 
on August 29th in Kaberamaido, Uganda. 

Prior to the dialogue session, a formative 
study was undertaken to understand gen-

der dynamics in sexual and reproductive 
health and to address cultural and reli-
gious influence on birth spacing and 
power/submission within the church 
and larger community. Why would the 
church counsel couples about HIV and 
AIDS and leave out family planning? Who 
will help couples if this subject is not cov-
ered by those they look up to? What 
should the position of the church be re-
garding family planning? What should the 
voice of the church be? It was evident that 
people are yearning for a guiding voice 
from the church. 

Retired Bishop Francis of Soroti noted that 
there are many controversial issues within 
the church which are never discussed. 
These include family planning, condom use 
among discordant couples (where one is 
HIV positive and the other is negative), and 
the wearing of trousers among women. The 
church is struggling to find solutions/
directions. This forum is important in help-
ing the church to begin discussions on fam-
ily planning. He contends that, “We (the 
church leaders) need wisdom from God to 
help us manage what He has given us.” 
Making reference to Genesis 1:22 & 28 and 1 
Timothy 5:8 the retired bishop stressed 
that, “It is your responsibility and mine to 
meet the needs of the children… our culture 
influences the number of children a couple 
should have and rejects family planning – 
remember 1 Timothy 5:8…life goes with 

planning, 
whether you 
like it or 
not!” (Luke 
14:28-30) He 
encouraged 
church leaders 
and develop-
ment workers 
to help church 
members and 
the larger com-
munity to plan. 
He said, 
“People who 
are refusing 

what is right will regret it when it is too 
late!” He lamented that women are very 
loyal, they submit to their husbands to the 
point of death. Citing Hosea, “My people 
perish because of lack of knowledge.” He 
narrated stories of pastors whose wives 
have died during childbirth because their 
husbands (pastors) did not listen to the 
advice of health workers. 

The dialogue was a platform for church 
leaders to share their views on submission 
and power in relation to family planning. 
They agreed to hold further deliberations 
and come up with a statement that can 
guide their congregation. They further 
committed to creating opportunities for 
health workers to give talks during church 
and pastors meetings. 

Pray that God will continue to stir the 
hearts of church leaders in Kaberamaido to 
address women’s sexual and reproductive 
health. Pray that the negative cultural prac-
tices may be eradicated and the positive 
cultural values and virtues enhanced 
through the church. 

Going Deeper for Gender Justice in Uganda: 
A Dialogue Session With Church Leaders To Unearth Submission And Power In Birth Spacing 

by Nema Aluku 
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covering East & Southern Africa,  
based in Kenya 

Prayers for Uganda 
We praise God for . . . 
• unending love of the triune God through 

your prayer and support. 

• successful completion of the 42-month 

food security project in Nebbi and exten-
sion of the project in new villages. 

Please pray for . . . 
• political stability in Uganda after the hot-

ly contested election results in February 
2016. 

• discernment as we work through the 

plans for FY 16/17. 

• safety of the team during travels. 

by Edward Okiror 
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gets better education. She also 
wants her family to have a good 
life. 

World Renew and its partner 
Pentecostal Assemblies of God, 
Kaberamaido are supporting 
over 350 households through 
the livelihood project.  

(Mats, continued from page 1) 


