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Dear President Trump and Members of Congress,

As Christian leaders, we have a commitment to caring for the vulnerable in our churches while also supporting just, compassionate and 

welcoming policies toward refugees and other immigrants. The Bible speaks clearly and repeatedly to God’s love and concern for the vulnerable, 

and also challenges us to think beyond our nationality, ethnicity or religion when loving our neighbor.

We are committed to praying for you, our elected leaders, just as Scripture mandates (1 Timothy 2:1-2). In particular, we pray that you will not 

forget the following people as you craft our nation’s laws and policies:

Dreamers. Roughly 700,000 young people are poised to lose their right to work lawfully in the U.S., not to mention their dreams of a future 

in this country—the country they were brought to as children, without choice. Our prayer is that these young people would be allowed to 

continue contributing to our society without fear of deportation.

Refugees. We are troubled by the dramatic reduction in arrivals of refugees to 

the United States, which declined from 96,874 in 2016 to just 33,368 in 2017. 

Based on arrivals so far in this fiscal year, the United States is on track to admit 

the lowest number of refugees since the formalization of the U.S. Refugee 

Resettlement Program in 1980. This, at a time when there are more refugees in 

the world than ever before in recorded history. Our prayer is that the U.S. would 

continue to be a beacon of hope for those fleeing persecution.

Persecuted Christians. Refugees of all faiths and nationalities deserve our welcome, for they (like all human beings) are made in the image 

of God. We are particularly aware, though, of the Christian refugees and other minorities facing persecution in countries like Iraq, Iran and 

Syria. Admission of Christian refugees to the U.S. from these three countries has declined by 60%. We pray that those facing religious 

persecution would be protected overseas as well as in the U.S.

Families Waiting for Reunification. God ordained the family as the cornerstone of society, and we believe that our country is stronger 

when our citizens can be quickly reunited with their close family members. For some U.S. citizens, the waiting period can be years or even 

decades. We pray you will respect the unity of the family.

We are mindful of the difficulty of serving in public office and are grateful for your service. We ask that God would grant you wisdom and 

courage as you confront these and various other complex policy issues in the days and months ahead.

Sincerely,

Top evangelical leaders and pastors from all 50 states  
urge action to help vulnerable immigrants.

Convening a Christian conscience on behalf of refugees and immigrants.

Tim Breene
CEO, World Relief

Institution names are listed for affiliation purposes only.worldrelief.org

Scott Arbeiter
President, World Relief

To stand with refugees and  
immigrants, add your name to  
the hundreds of others who  
have already signed on at 
worldrelief.org/sign-on-letter. 


