
  

 

 

 

 

Small farmers in the country of Laos often live on the edge of survival, growing just enough rice 
to feed their families. Adding a new crop for nutritional variety or supplementing income is a 
risky option — there is little to no margin for a failed experiment. Often farmers resort to 

 



  

 

growing opium, a lucrative, easy-to-grow crop but one that is illegal and with obvious 
consequences for their society.  

World Renew has worked in Laos since 1999 and one of our efforts there has been 
strengthening agriculture. Over the last decade, income-supplementing projects involving 
coffee and cardamom growing have met with initial resistance, then gradual and sustained 
success. Farmers like Por Ner have been early adopters of alternate crops and, with support 
and training from World Renew, have shown their fellow villagers that increasing their income 
without reliance on growing opium is possible. Por Ner has shared cardamom shoots with over 
40 of his neighbors and, with earned extra income, has added fruit trees, ducks, a pig, and a 
fishpond to his farm. 

World Renew’s next agricultural project in Laos is galangal growing. Galangal is a ginger-like 
root widely used in Asian cooking and medicine. Your gift of galangal growing includes 385 
pounds (175 kg) of roots, delivery, and training for each farmer, giving him or her the 
opportunity to diversify their crops and supplement their income without engaging in illegal 
opium growing.  

With your gift of galangal growing, you have stepped into the gap between subsistence 
and productivity, between limitation and opportunity.   


